4 7°                         Studied behaviour,                 [A.D. 17«3.
Madam, in trying by a wider range, I can more exquisitely judge1.' When invited to dine, even with an intimate friend, lie was not pleased if something better than a plain dinner was not prepared for him. I have heard him say on such an occasion, ' This was a good dinner enough, to be sure; but it was not a dinner to ask a man to.' On the other hand, he was wont to express, with great glee, his satisfaction when he had been entertained quite to his mind. One day when we had dined with his neighbour and landlord in Bolt-court, Mr. Allen, the printer, whose old housekeeper had studied his taste in every thing, he pronounced this eulogy: ' Sir, we could not have had a better dinner had there been a Synod of Cooks*.'
While we were left by ourselves, after the Dutchman had gone to bed, Dr. Johnson talked of that studied behaviour which many have recommended and practised. He disapproved of it; and said, c I never considered whether I should be a grave man, or a merry man, but just let inclination, for the time, have its course3.'
He flattered me with some hopes that he would, in the course of the following summer, come over to Holland, and accompany me in a tour through the Netherlands.
I teized him with fanciful apprehensions of unhappiness. A moth having fluttered round the candle, and burnt itself, he laid hold of this little incident to admonish me; saying, with a sly look, and in a solemn but quiet tone, ' That creature was its own tormentor, and I believe its name was BOSWELL.'
1 See fiost, April 15, 1778.                 all pleased that what he ate should • Mrs. Piozzi (Artec, p. 102) says,     ever be noticed, retorted:—" There 'Johnson's own notions about eating     is a time of life, Sir, when a man re-were nothing less than delicate; a    quires the repairs of a table."1 Cra-leg of pork boiled till it dropped    dock's Memoirs, i. 229. A passage from the bone, a veal-pie with     in Baretti's Ilaly, ii. 316, seems plums and sugar, or the outside cut     to show that English eating- in of a salt buttock of beef were his     general was not delicate. ' I once favourite dainties.' Cradock saw    heard a Frenchman swear,'he writes, Burke at a tavern dinner send John-     'that he hated the English, "parce son a very small piece of a pie, the     qu'ils versent du beurre fondu sur crust of which was made with bad     Icur veau roti."'
butter.    'Johnson soon returned his        3 'He had an abhorrence of affec-
plate for more.   Burke exclaimed :—•    tation,'   said   Mr.   Langton.     Post,
" I am glad that you are able so well     1780, in Mr. Langton's Collection. to relish this pie."   Johnson, not at
Next'with my wife and myself.'   16.
